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THE SUMMER SOLSTICE 

The summer solstice is a time of maximum light – when the countryside around 
us revels in colourful and fragrant splendour. Around 12pm on 21 December the 
sun will have reached its southernmost point along the horizon and will start to 
embark upon its long journey back north. The longest day will soon have passed. 

Yet due to the fact that the oceans take a long time to heat up, our warmest and 
wettest weather is yet to come. The summer solstice was a calendar event of 
great  importance to the proto-Celts, who built magnificent megaliths aligned to 
the sunrise on this day. In Orkney, the enigmatic Ring of Brodgar, was known for 
centuries by locals as the “Temple of the Sun”. 

This was a good time to cull magical and healing herbs such as fern seed, 
elderberries and yarrow, hung in special places around the house for protection 
against evil. Above all, this was the time for plucking St. John’s wort. Known as the 
“blessed plant” in Wales, it was renowned throughout Celtic lands for bringing 
peace and prosperity to the house, health to the animals and a bountiful harvest. 



WELCOME TO OUR SUMMER  
SOLSTICE EDITION 
 

As this is our inaugural edition, there will no doubt be several evolutionary 
changes along our journey. In the meantime I welcome as much support, 
feedback and content contribution as can be offered. Whilst there may be those 
of more pusillanimous persuasions amongst us, it would seem that most 
“Hogsbackians” relish the idea of a slower, more considered newsletter. Perhaps 
this is because Hogsback itself moves to Nature’s time: a slower, saner sanctity 
from the woke-ish, neoteric neanderthalism  out there. 
I think we can all agree that Hogsback is a special place. However, whilst many 
residents aim for self-sufficiency amidst the beauty of our natural resources, we 
do all suffer from the state of our roads. Thus was born the concept of a regular 
newsletter, that could not only forge greater community cohesion, but also raise 
funds for roads and village maintenance. All profits from the advertising and sale 
of this newsletter will therefore be ploughed back into a Community Chest Fund. 
— see the final page for financial details. 

Charity, like its sister Mercy, blesses those who give, as well as those who receive. 
Thus, we sincerely thank you for purchasing this newsletter at our local suppliers 
and we encourage you to spread the word of its existence far and wide across the 
country. Content remains king of course, and all contributions are welcomed at 
any time for inclusion in future editions. Please send to bevan@thrivecentre.co.za 

Because a newsletter such as this is impossible without the contributions of the 
community. Getting everything together on time was made immeasurably easier 
by our  wonderful Hogsback residents, some of whom are highlighted within in 
bold. It is hoped that many more can contribute in due course.  

I hope you will find much to enjoy within these pages. We publish without fear or 
favour, and we aim to cover all businesses and local initiatives within the fullness 
of time. Thus, each printed edition of the newsletter will come to make up a vital 
store of information, stories and memories from our region. Criticisms will be 
considered, whilst comments and suggestions are welcome too, as is actual 
assistance. 

Yours, Aye 

Bevan Robert Jones 

Editor 



CLIMATE UPDATE 
La Niña appears to be making her presence felt, with a roaring return to strong 
spring rains and misty mountain evenings. However, winters are noticeably 
drier and warmer, as the Karoo berg winds dry out the mountain from the west 
from June through September.  

Unfortunately snow also appears to be getting lighter and lighter, and one 
wonders what climate change has in store for us there too. With all the rainfall 
around, spring has also been quite a bit cooler than in recent years. 

Uphezukomkhono (meaning “get the plough on your arm”, or the Piet-my-Vrou 
bird) arrived later than usual, in mid-October, cleverly missing the late frosts 
following the spring equinox. On the other hand, the first flushes of boletus 
(wild porcini) were observed earlier this year, in the last week of November, 
after heavy thunder and lightning ravaged the mountain. 



SPIRIT OF THE TYUME 
By Glen Paterson * 

When God created Earth and Man 
Through His Spirit, rose the San 
Who with Nature, shared the fountains 
‘Neath the Amatola Mountains 
At the dawning of the Tyume Valley. 
 
From rocky heights, the rivers tumbled 
‘Midst thickly forests, where elephants 
ambled 
On the fertile plains 
Man and game 
Shared the Tyume Valley. 
 
Those days when the San 
And the antelope ran 
The sun shone bright 
And filled with light 
The cheery Tyume Valley. 
 
Came the Khoikhoi and their cattle 
For the land – they started the battle 
Because they preferred 
To graze their herds 
In the grassy Tyume Valley. 
 
Next the Xhosa arrived 
And their cattle thrived 
And then the Dutch 
It became too much 
For the patchy Tyume Valley. 
 
The San bore the brunt 
Less game to hunt 
As the cattle herds grew 
Their choices few 
But the cows of the Tyume Valley. 
 
In times of drought 
As grass ran out 
No grazing for the cattle 
Tensions led to battle 
In the dusty Tyume Valley. 
 
The San were banished to the hills 
As enemies revenged their kills   
Hunting them as common game 
All were guilty of this shame 
Driving them from the Tyume Valley. 

 
Next the Khoikhoi were defeated 
And their herds sadly depleted 
Xhosa and Boer continued to fight 
The English sent in redcoat might 
To the erupting Tyume Valley. 
 
‘Midst terror and anxiety 
Came missionaries of piety 
To bring the Word 
To the warring herd 
In the godless Tyume Valley. 
 
The Angel of Death for many years 
Was the cause of countless tears 
As he ranged far, day and night 
Sparing no group, black nor white 
In the gloomy Tyume Valley. 
 
Boers moved on, and colonial might 
Subdued the tribes, to no longer fight 
After nine wars of bold endeavour 
The pride of the Xhosa seemed gone 
forever 
In the desolate Tyume Valley. 
 
A century of domination 
Followed for the defeated nation 
Gradually the people broke 
The stranglehold of oppressors yoke 
In the hope-filled Tyume Valley. 
 
Seeds sowed at those mission stations 
Grew to help sustain the nations 
The Cross of Life 
That ended strife 
In the reborn Tyume Valley. 
 
In His Spirit, hearts renewed 
At last, the Evil One subdued 
Foes reach out a healing hand 
In Jesus name, they make a stand 
Reviving the life of the Tyume Valley. 
 
From far and wide, they make their way 
To their meeting places each Sunday 
To worship Him, the risen Lord 
And ponder on God’s Holy Word 
In the blessed Tyume Valley.  
 
* Reprinted with the kind permission of 
Lynne Paterson, East London 



Breakfast special served under the 
trees or under covered patio 



HISTORICAL CORNER 

The intention of the historical corner is to highlight interesting characters and 
stories from our past. Those characters who shaped our area as we know it 
today. Starting with some of the earliest characters, this edition focuses on the 
famous amaXhosa King Ngqika, and the eminently eccentric Boer adventurer, 
Coenraad de Buys. 

At around 1960m, Gaika’s Kop is one of the highest peaks in the Amathole Mountain Range, 

named after the famous king, Ngqika ka Mlawu, 3rd Paramount Chief of the amaRharhabe 

people. Ngqika was born around 1780 in the Tyume region, son to Mlawu ka Rharhabe, Great 

House Son and Yese. Mlawu was the grandson of the famous Phalo, king of the amaXhosa 

Nation, whilst Yese was later to become a partner to Coenraad de Buys, who it must be 

assumed took on the role of father-in-law to the young Ngqika.  

Coenraad de Buys was one of several grandsons born in the Cape colony to a 

French Huguenot vintner from Calais. Coenraad was born about 1761 near Montagu, and 

raised livestock for a living. However, most likely dissatisfied with VOC rule in the Cape, he 

joined the Trekboers around 1792, and moved to Swellendam. Being a fairly lawless 

character, he soon longed for more freedom and thus moved even further East to the 

“Zuurveld” (later the “Albany” region), collecting several children and wives along the way. 

“Khula”, as he came to be known by the amaXhosa, was a ruggedly handsome and self-

confident character, reportedly around 7ft tall. He took to hunting the elephants in the region, 

and selling the ivory to local chieftains.  

 

Ngqika ka Mlawu 
Chief amaRharhabe 

 (1780 — 1829) 

Mlawu kaRharhabe 
Great House Son 
(~1740 — 1782) 

Rharabe kaPhalo 
Right Hand House Son 

“Father of the Ciskei” 
(1722 — 1782) 

Phalo 
Last King of the 

United Xhosa Kingdom  
(1702 — 1775) 

Gcaleka kaPhalo 
Great House Son 

“Father of the Transkei” 
(1730 — 1778) 

Ndlambe kaRharhabe 
Regent amaRharhabe 

(~1745— 1828) 

Yese 
(~1750 — 1800) 

Ngqika ka Mlawu 



It was in the Zuurveld, and deeper North and East into amaXhosa heartland, that Coenraad 

first encountered, and sided with Ndlambe, Ngqika’s fierce uncle, battling for control of the 

region. However, “Khula” switched to Ngqika’s side after he defeated Ndlambe, and started 

living with Yese in the Tyume valley.  

Coenraad was influential to the young Ngqika, and even promised him his own fifteen year 

old daughter. However, a more substantial reason for his influence was his access to Colonial 

gunpowder. Because by 1795 the British had arrived in the Cape! 

However, Ngqika was no-one’s fool. He resisted the anti-British schemes of Khula and his 

boer refugees, who wanted to invade the Cape and install Buys as the new King! The 

amaXhosa did not envy white settlers, nor the Christian religion of which the Boers were so 

proud. They presumed Europeans wore peculiar clothes due to their feeble and sickly bodies. 

The amaXhosa under Ngqika formed the southern end of a vast trade network across East 

Africa. For their part they produced hemp, honey, dagga and tobacco, trading it for iron and 

copper, and other small stock game etc. from the San, and other Northern and Eastern tribes 

such as the Batswana and amaThembu. 

Coenraad joined this trade, shooting elephants for meat 

and ivory. The San must have been most displeased, as 

what took them days to bring down an elephant, was 

now happening in hours. 

When Khula heard that the British intended sending in 

settlers to the Frontier, one can only imagine the 

expletives that came to his lips. It was time to move on 

yet again. Besides, against all his advice, Ngqika had 

taken to siding with the British (at times) for military 

assistance, in return for renouncing cattle raids. 

In 1800, Coenraad met and befriended the missionary 

Johannes Van Der Kemp, acting as interpreter for him 

with Ngqika. With the British advancing into the area, 

they decided to leave the Tyume and fight their way 

eastwards, to found a new country. However, around 

1812, Coenraad was again living near George, no doubt 

frustrated that the British had re-annexed the Cape. 

It is tempting to think that Coenraad was present to 

witness the arrival of the British Settlers in Algoa Bay in 

1820. However, by that time he had moved yet again to 

the Limpopo valley, finally settling above the malarial 

belt in the Tswapong Hills, in present-day eastern 

Botswana. For if he had seen Major Pigot’s landing 

party unloading a piano into a small dinghy, it would 

surely have been the last straw for this erstwhile trekker. 

 

* Much of the material herein is sourced from “The 
House of Phalo”, J.B.Peires, 1981.  



St Patrick’s Chapel 
Our Hogsback chapel is a village icon, much loved by the community and visited 
by tourists. Built in 1935 for family worship, it was donated to the Diocese in 1963 
and, since then, has been looked after by residents. Just look at the lovingly 
maintained gardens along the Prayer Trail; read the touching comments of 
visitors who pop in at any time of the day; admire the beautiful arrangement of 
flowers done by ladies of the village every week; and look at the many gifts to the 
chapel donated over the years by a wide range of visitors and residents. 

Services are held every Sunday at 10am led by a range of ministers, with the first 
Sunday of the month being in Afrikaans. Services attract visitors who love the 
experience, especially when they celebrate having been married in the chapel, as 
the chapel is a popular wedding venue.  

The Christmas service on the 25th December and carols in the evening before 
(at 5:30pm) are very popular. This year the Christmas services will be in the 
open on the terraces, so please bring a chair and come early. 

Why the name St Patrick’s Chapel? Kenneth and Cherrie (birth name Charity) 
Hobart Houghton came from Ireland to teach at Lovedale where they attended St 
Bart’s in Alice. They bought land at Hogsback and built a stone house which they 
named “Innisfree” after WB Yeats’s poem. 

They commissioned Thomas Summerton to build a rondavel as a family chapel 
which they named St Patrick-on-the-Hill. Later generations have continued to 
celebrate 17 March, St Patrick’s Day.  

This year was our 85th Jubilee with previous priest, Rev Margaret Fourie, as our 
Guest of Honour. The sundial in the garden is dated 1687, the year King James II 
granted freedom of religious observance, a policy the chapel practises in 
welcoming all denominations. 

 

“Don’t make the mistake 
of driving past and not 
stopping. This beautiful 
stone, wood and thatch 
chapel has been voted 
one of the top 10 most 
beautiful places to visit in 
South Africa, and we’re 
not surprised.” 
www.sa-venues.com   
 



HOGSBACK LIBRARY 

The Hogsback Library is situated in the reading room at Jikani. We moved to 
such spacious accommodation at the end of 2018, after many years in the little 
rondavel on the Arminel property in Redcoat Lane, having tasted fame as the  
“smallest library in the world”. 

It was originally established in the 1940s as a Provincial Library and the Library 
bus would visit regularly to change the books. Alas, no more! However, we have 
received donations of books from local readers, whilst the children’s section has 
had generous donations from Primary schools in East London and Port Elizabeth.  

It is regularly frequented by our youngest residents as part of library club, and is 
open to all residents for an hour twice a week:  

• Wednesday from 2pm-3pm 

• Saturday from 9.30am – 10.30am 

 

The Library is run by a dedicated team of local volunteers, with membership free 
to all Hogsback residents. Books are on loan for two weeks, after which a fine of 
R1 per book per week overdue is charged! This is our only source of revenue! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Smallest library in the world” - Our previous location in Redcoat Lane 



We are well stocked in our new location, with a wide selection of books to appeal 
to all tastes. With our expanded space we also have comfortable seats to 
encourage browsing. 

Recently, the Hogsback Tapestry, which was originally hung in the old VIC has 
been installed in the library. An antique printing press, rescued from the famous 
Lovedale Press in Alice, has also been generously donated. 

So we encourage all residents to come and have a look around, choose a book 
and join the rather small, but dedicated, band of regular readers who know that: 

“A book is like a garden in your pocket”  

Chinese Proverb 

 

Ann Webster  

(Convener) 

Our new reading room premises at Jikani.   Funda uKhule — Read to Grow  

The reading room used 
many of Jikani’s.eco-

bricks as insulation. 



In 2012 a group of community minded people 
identified a serious need in the Hogsback 
area for the upliftment of all Hogsback 
residents.   

Their main objectives became to work 
towards community building, social 
cohesion and skills development, and so Jikani 
was born. 

Jikani is not simply the “Second Time Around” 
charitable shop. It also hosts a development, 
transformation and upliftment centre for the 
wider community, that provides skills training, 
local employment opportunities and 
supports micro-enterprises. 

As a registered non-profit and public benefit organisation, Jikani can issue Section 
18A certificates which enables all donations to be tax deductible. 

2020 Covid-19 Challenges and Opportunities  

As we look back over the past 9 months, it is with wonder and gratitude that this 
charity organisation can still stand tall. We are very aware this is only possible 
through the generous support and kindness of this community. 

It is fitting to thank each one of you, who opened your heart and purse to assist in 
helping in the desperate need of many families in the greater Hogsback. 

This is a brief overview of the main areas that have been addressed: 

• Regular weekly delivery of dry rations to the Esikhululweni community. 
• Soup delivery weekly to several central points. 

• Assistance with warm clothing /coats. 
• Beanie distribution to each child on the mountain, before the winter set in.  
• “Love Blanket project” - 15 crocheted / knitted blankets delivered during 

October/ November. 
• Six trial household vegetable gardens are developing at Esikhululweni.  

Seedlings were supplied whilst Jikani has contributed towards fencing. 
• Administrative support in helping people with CVs and applications for 

possible jobs. 
 

Jikani wants to wish all of you a peaceful and joyful Christmas season! 

Warm greetings, 
Norma Fivaz 



HOGSBACK WILDLIFE UPDATE 

Hogsback Village Baboons 

Baboon troops have roamed the Hogsback area for over a decade, possibly 
longer. The village now forms a major part of their home range, leading to a 
number of human/baboon conflict situations.. A group of concerned Hogsback 
residents recently met to explore options to reduce the human-baboon conflict in 
the Hogsback community. Our current activities include: 

• gathering info on human/baboon conflict solutions implemented elsewhere 

• learning about the Hogsback troops (movement, composition & behaviour) 

• communicating with experts in the field, within and outside of Hogsback 

• gathering information on effective methods to “chase” baboons from areas 

• gathering information from residents on human/baboon conflict incidences 
they’ve experienced, suggested control methods, and their desired outcome 
regarding the baboons in the village. 

 

Immediate actions the Hogsback Community can implement, include: 

• Please DO NOT feed the baboons! 

• Cover outdoor vegetable gardens and fruit trees (cages made with welded 
mesh / jackal-proof fencing can often prevent baboons from entering). 

• Do not leave rubbish or food visible to, or within reach of, baboons. This 
includes dog food, outdoor bird feeders and within homes. 

• If you don't want baboons on your property, try to send them to an area where 
they will not interfere with neighbours or be sent away again. Continually 
being sent from property to property, causes the troop to become unsettled 
and nervous, which may increase conflict incidences. 

• Do not try to take anything away from a baboon. 

• If you feel a baboon is challenging you, walk away with your eyes lowered. 

• If your dog/s approach a baboon, walk away and call the dog/s away. 

• Inform all visitors about the baboons, not to feed them and to avoid any 
contact with them. 

• Inform all potential new property buyers about the village baboons. 

• Become involved with learning about the Hogsback baboons and general 
baboon behaviour. 

• Join the Hogsback Baboon Dilemma Whatsapp group to keep informed and 
to share your ideas, views and stories (contact Chris Breedt on 082 972 2005 
to join). 



GARDEN CLUB 

The Hogsback Garden Club (HGC) is the oldest club in Hogsback, in continuous 
existence after it was brought to life in the middle of the last century. It has 
contributed enormously to putting Hogsback on the map with several notable 
visitors over the years. From Garden Clubs all over South Africa, to esteemed 
international guests, including recently the previous Lord Mayor of London, Sir 
Gavyn Arthur. 

The “Worshipful Company of Gardeners”, formed in 1345 in London as one of the 
earliest apprenticeship guilds, also visited several of our member’s open gardens  
during our annual festival celebrations. The mostly prominent members of 
English society, being more acquainted with huge country estates, were suitably 
impressed with the beauty of our own established and historical gardens. 

The HGC equally organises tours to gardens in different parts of the Eastern Cape 
and regularly maintains the beauty of Hogsback by clearing and planting along 
our verges. Our annual Spring and Rose Festivals are popular throughout the 
country and contribute greatly to our local tourist industry. 

For more information please contact Monika Hof at monsgarden@mweb.co.za 



BOWLING CLUB 

What started as a social club in the 70's, the Hogsback Bowling Club continues 
to thrive.  

Situated on the grounds of the Kings' Lodge Hotel, games are played on Tuesday 
and Saturday afternoons. Visitors are most welcome and for a small fee, everyone 
can develop a whole new respect for this "old people's" game!! The club has extra 
woods* available and with a few simple instructions anyone can play. 

This summer sees the advent of "floodlight" bowls on beautiful evenings. Details 
of this will be advertised in the new year. Come join us, just no high heels please. 
Flat shoes, relaxed comfortable clothing, and a sense of humour, as you're going 
to need it with some of the chirping that goes on!! 

For more info please contact Bridget on 082 444 1286. 

* Wood - the biased ball used in the game of bowls. The side of the bowl that is biased can be 
identified by the smaller engraved concentric rings. The name is derived from the fact that 
bowls were once made using a dense hardwood.  



BUILDING WEALTH 
In an increasingly global and consumerist world, wealth is too often seen as a way to 

consume more. Life however, reminds us of a much greater richness, with the best 

things in life (family, friendship and freedom) still thankfully free. 

Unfortunately, governments don’t seem to want people to become wealthy and empowered, 

using social grants to keep us on their side. In the meantime, we are lucky enough in the 

Tyume region to be able to steward and protect Nature’s wealth, in terms of our soil, water, 

and fauna and flora resources. 

In any monetary system, both traditional and the more modern monetary theories of 

“Quantitative Easing” and “Crypto” speculation, there are really only two ways to build 

wealth. As with any business, an individual can only prosper by a) earning more, or b) 

spending less. All too often we obsess about the first one, and ignore the one that offers real 

sustainability i.e. learning to do more with less. 

Thus, a true wealth building programme must first focus on becoming sustainable — using 

less of everything and producing your own food and energy etc. This in itself can offer great 

peace and happiness, as it avoids the anxiety of meeting monthly expenses, and having to 

keep up with the Joneses. We should be turning back to the lessons of our ancestors for advice 

on how to do this, and we will also include more financial and sustainability tips in upcoming 

newsletters. 

Secondly, there are 3 generally accepted ways of earning more: 

• You can inherit it i.e. your parents worked for it. 

• You can earn it i.e. you work for it. 

• You can invest it i.e. your own money works for it. 

Whilst we cannot do anything about the wealth of your parents, or what you do for a living to 

earn your wealth, we can offer some tips about investing going forward. In doing so, note that 

we are not licensed to provide financial advice, and any information herein does not constitute 

an offer or invitation to subscribe to, or make use of any service or investment by any person.  

In order to invest money one needs some money to start with. This means you need to start 

saving regularly. The greatest gift you can give your future self is to save at least 10% of your 

monthly earnings into a Tax Free Savings Account (Google this and sign up for one right 

now, if you haven’t already). Of course this means foregoing some pleasures now, in order to 

benefit later. 

We will look at investment options in later newsletters, but for now the most basic financial 

advice is to create, and stick to, a monthly financial budget. Start a forward looking monthly 

budget in a spreadsheet, detailing all your income and expenditure. Be honest and ruthless 

about every cent you spent. You will then end up with either a monthly surplus, or deficit, in 

which case you need to decide how you can earn more, or spend less. 

But whatever you do, please try to start saving something, even if it’s only R50 per month. 

Because as we will see in forthcoming newsletters, that can go a long way in due course...  

“Compound interest is the 8th wonder of the world. He who understands 
it, earns it; he who doesn’t, pays it.” - Albert Einstein 



UKWAKHA UBUTYEBI 
Kwilizwe lethu elijolise kubathengi, ngelishwa ubutyebi bubonwa njengendlela 
yokuthenga ngakumbi. Nangona kunjalo, iindlela zakudala zinika ubutyebi obukhulu, 
njengoko ezona zinto zibalulekileyo ebomini (usapho, ubuhlobo nenkululeko) 
zisenombulelo simahla. 

Ngelishwa, urhulumente akafuni ngenene ukuba abantu babe zizityebi kwaye baxhotyiswe, 
esebenzisa izibonelelo zikarhulumente ukusigcina sikwicala labo. Ke ngoko, sinethamsanqa 
kuthi kwindawo yaseTyume, ukuba sikwazi ukufikelela kwaye sikhusele indalo yethu, 
ngokomhlaba wethu, amanzi, izilwanyana kunye nezityalo. 

Kuyo nayiphi na inkqubo yezemali, zimbini kuphela iindlela zokwakha ubutyebi. Njengakulo 
naliphi na ishishini, umntu uyaphumelela xa: a) efumana ngaphezulu, okanye b) echitha 
kancinci. Sisoloko siyithanda eyokuqala, kwaye siyityeshele leyo isinika uzinzo lokwenyani 
okt ukufunda ukwenza okungakumbi ngokuncinci. 

Ke ngoko, inkqubo yokwakha ubutyebi yokwenyani kufuneka ijolise kuzinzo, ngokuchitha 
imali encinci kunye nokuvelisa ukutya kwethu kwamahala kunye namandla. Kufuneka 
sibuyele kwiimfundiso zookhokho bethu ukufumana iingcebiso zokwenza oku. 

Okwesibini, zintathu iindlela ezamkelekileyo zokufumana imali: 

• Ungalifumana njengelifa ukuba abazali bakho bebelisebenzele. 

• Ungayisebenzela. 

• Ungatyala imali okt imali yakho iyayisebenzela. 

Ngelixa singenakwenza nto malunga nobutyebi babazali bakho, okanye ngowuphi umsebenzi 
owenzayo, singakunika iingcebiso ezilungileyo malunga nokutyala imali oyisebenzele nzima. 

Ukutyala imali, kufuneka ube nemali oza kuqala ngayo. Oku kuthetha ukuba kufuneka uqale 
ukonga rhoqo. Esona sipho sikhulu onokuthi uzinike sona kukugcina ubuncinci i-10% 
yomvuzo wakho wenyanga kwiakhawunti yokonga iRhafu-simahla (uGoogle oku kwaye 
ubhalisele enye). Ewe kunjalo, oku kuthetha ukuphulukana nolonwabo ngoku, ukukunceda 
ube ngcono kamva. 

Siza kujonga iindlela zokonga imali kwiincwadana zeendaba kamva, kodwa okwangoku 
eyona ngcebiso imnandi yezemali kukugcina ibhajethi yenyanga. Jonga umzekelo ongezantsi, 
ochaza yonke ingeniso kunye nenkcitho. Nyaniseka ngemali oyichithayo. Uya kuthi emva 
koko ubone intsalela yenyanga nenyanga, okanye intsilelo, kwimeko apho kuya kufuneka 
uthathe isigqibo malunga nendlela onokufumana ngayo ngaphezulu okanye usebenzise imali 
encinci. 

Kodwa nantoni na oyenzayo, nceda uzame ukuqala ukonga into, nokuba yi-R50 ngenyanga. 

Umzekelo webhajethi yenyanga Jan Feb Mar
Ingeniso evela emsebenzini 3 500         3 500         3 500         

Ingeniso evela kwizibonelelo zoluntu 1 200         1 200         1 200         
Ingeniso evela kwirente / kutyalomali 800            800            800            

INGENISO EYONKE 5 500         5 500         5 500         

-> Ingxowa-mali Yolondolozo Engahlawulelwa Rhafu 550            550            550            
- ikhaya kunye nokutya 2 200         2 200         2 200         

- zokuhamba nokuzonwabisa 1 320          1 320          1 320          
- iselfowuni / i-Intanethi 660            660            660            

- Icawe / iiklabhu / Imibutho 440            440            440            
- Ezinye iindleko njl. 275             275             275             

INZUZO / ILAHLEKO 55               55               55               



Hobbiton was started in 1945 by the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force, in order to 
support children who had lost parents or become traumatised during WW2. We 
have since expanded on this vision to host groups from schools, sports clubs, 
church groups, commercial organisations etc., to promote team building, 
personal development, conflict resolution, effective communication and 
environmental education. Alongside these self-financing programmes, 
Hobbiton continues to offer free camps for less privileged children, either on 
our own account or in conjunction with funders. Consistent across every 
group, is  the Hobbiton vision to Develop Self-Confidence through Self-
Discovery, in an Outdoor Environment.  

Our other Outdoor Educational centre in Grahamstown has more recently been 
developed in order to reach a greater number of urban youngsters. Whilst difficult 
to quantify the impact made on the thousands of student’s lives every year, 
Hobbiton regularly receives complimentary post-camp feedback on the 
children’s enthusiasm, general discipline, desire to help and get involved with 
others, as well as advancing their goals and dreams. 

Children attending our Under Privileged Camps come from Children’s Home’s 
and Places of Safety in East London, Grahamstown and the rural areas around 
Hogsback. More than 12% of East London’s population is HIV-positive and thus  
Hobbiton’s programmes include HIV and AIDS education. 

The Hogsback camp selects children aged between 10-14, as we find this the 
best age group to absorb the life skills being learned. Our Grahamstown camp 
focus on children aged between 14–18 and develops on the skills already taught, 
as well as including self-employment activities such as basic car maintenance, 
baking, cooking, basic electrics, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Under Privileged Children's Camp 

Our latest Hogsback holiday camp was held from 12th-18th 
December for 30 children from Bold Point and Esikhululweni.   

All the favourite activities, hikes and amazing meals were 
provided. Our thanks go to St. Patrick's on the Hill, Hogsback and the 

Methodist Church, Jefferies Bay for assisting us with funds for this. 



 

Individual development activities include abseiling down a 9m tower, zip wire and 
a 9m trapeze jump, all requiring the children to push themselves out of their 
comfort zone. Another popular activity is camping in tents and climbing Gaika’s 
Kop, the highest peak in the Amathole mountain range. 

 

Any contribution towards Hobbiton is gratefully 
appreciated and recognised in an appropriate way on our 

website’s sponsor recognition page and our audited 
financial statements. Sponsors also receive full camp and 

feedback reports, as well as an 18A certificate which 
enables donations to be tax deductible. 

 

If you require any further information please do not hesitate to 
contact Tonya Serfontein-Burton on 084 840 0617. 

 

HOBBITON FUN DAY 

10h00 on 7th January 2021, Hobbiton-on-Hogsback 
The day includes fun activities and team challenges at a cost of 

R50 per person. Bring 'outdoor play' clothes (not brand new Christmas 
clothes!), as well as lunch, or some money for lunch. 



HISTORIC HOGSBACK INN 

Originally built as an outspan and then a “hostelry for off duty British soldiers” 
around 1853, the Inn has developed and adapted to changing times and needs 
over the decades. The oldest written record dating back to the 1860’s is in the 
forestry department in Pretoria.  

It is the oldest building on Hogsback and was built right on the old military road 
that came up from the King’s Neck between the Amathole and Tyhume basins. It 
has an artesian well in the garden for crystal clear fresh water, and the old ford 
over the stream where wagons drawn by oxen crossed is still clearly visible. 

The Inn really seemed to develop in the 1880’s when the farm it was on was 
bought by Henry Collins, a young transport rider. At that stage the farm, later 
called Hydrangea estate, stretched from “Away with the Fairies” to down past 
“Hobbiton”.  

It was at this stage that it became a full-time country Inn. Collins also built a 
trading store where the dining room now stands, held dances and horse races 
and he appears to have been something of a mover and shaker. He served as a 
Member of the Cape Legislature and there is a photo of the Inn at the turn of the 
century showing some of his 8 children. 

Apart from providing accommodation over the years, the Inn has hosted a 
dentist’s practice, hairdresser, masseuse, a health spa with a jacuzzi bath and 
sauna, a doctor’s practice, a trading store and horse stables (now the Riverside 
Suites). It is also rumoured to have hosted the ghost of an old lady who sat 
knitting in the old lounge until it was turned into a TV room. Since then she has 
never been seen – obviously not a fan of SABC! 



The Inn is also the place that hosted the original Hobbiton children’s camps. It 
was once owned and inhabited by the artist W G Whyles, who being a teetotaler 
himself, renamed it the Hogsback Hydro and banned alcohol on the premises. 
The extensive gardens and grounds mostly laid out by Iris Hood have featured in 
many magazines and books over the years. 

Today the Historic Hogsback Inn boasts a full range of accommodation from 
camping, backpacker rooms, self-catering units and standard hotel rooms to the 
Riverside suites, complete with fireplace, jacuzzi baths, double showers and his-
and-hers basins. No matter the travellers’ budget – the Inn can accommodate all. 

It has a cozy English style pub, the Hogshead Tavern, with an adjoining deck and 
restaurant with an open patio and courtyard café area. With the latest renovations 
now complete, it also now boasts a 200-seater function hall complete with a solid 
yellowwood bar made from the old trading store floor. 

In adapting to modern times and the Covid-19 pandemic, the Inn has now more 
than doubled the seating area so that you may enjoy a hearty meal along with 
your favorite tipple, while still maintaining an adequate social distance. 

 

AMATHOLE MOUNTAIN ESCAPE TOURISM ASSOCIATION (AMETA) 

The primary role of AMETA is to market Hogsback and the surrounding region – 
from King Williams Town to Stutterheim to Adelaide. Tourism is the main 
economy for Hogsback and AMETA has a wide-ranging network via ECTour and 
ECPTA to channel marketing via print, online & social media.  

Until lockdown occurred, the Hogsback Information Centre was run by AMETA – 
a new info centre is currently being researched. There are volunteer groups for 
important components that ensure that Hogsback Tourism can continue to... 

Promote, Preserve and Protect our Pristine Environment!  

AMETA has also most recently been effective in ensuring that the municipal water 
supply continues to ‘flow’!  

AMETA is a membership-based organization open to all Tourism Product Owners 
(TPOs) based in Hogsback. Any TPO offering tourism related product or services 
is welcome to join this organization. Should you wish to join, please contact: 

Mark Andersen 082 440 9209 or Jenny Newman 082 781 0470 

• Trail Maintenance 
• Events Coordination 
• Marketing, PR & Communication 

• Hogsback Information Centre 
• Community Tourism 
• Finance 





SUSTAINABILITY SPOT 
WATER — THE VITAL ELEMENT 
“We must look into unknown dimensions, into Nature, into that incalculable 
and imponderable life, whose carrier and mediator, the blood of the Earth that 
accompanies us steadfastly from the cradle to the grave, is water.  

- Viktor Schauberger 

 

From the pre-Socratics and first scientists such as Thales (whose arche element 
was Water) to more modern scientists such as Schauberger, humanity has known 
that water is essential to all life on earth. Once our planet had formed Hydrogen 
(1) and Oxygen (8), it was able to form water, and every drop of water that ever 
existed from this initial primordial soup, still exists to this day. 

Water is by far and away my favourite element, and besides air, is most important 
to all life. After all, the Survival Rule of 3 states that you can live for 3 min without 
air, 3 hours in an inhospitable environment, 3 days without water, and 3 weeks 
without food. Ponder that, and one realises how fragile we have become, 
depending on our municipalities to deliver us this vital “blood of the earth”. 

Like photons under quantum mechanics, water can also carry and transmit 
particles and information. Witness the energetic growth of plants from lightning 
infused rain (via the nitrogen fixing process), or the crystals formed by rapidly 
frozen water molecules undergoing different emotive states (see Dr Masaru 
Emoto’s water experiments). Finally, there is the vitality provided through healthy 
water, made famous through Schauberger’s own water implosion experiments. 

Thus, to become less fragile, and more sovereign and self-sustainable, one must 
understand how to source and look after our precious water reserves, guarding 
against those who would exploit them. There are several ways to source water, 
some of which we list below in order of suggested priority. 

• Rainwater Harvesting 
• Grey Water Harvesting 
• Boreholes 
• Municipal Water 
• Natural Springs / Rivers 

 

Rainwater Harvesting — Hogsback is blessed to be a relatively high rainfall 
region (for now), averaging over 1,000mm per year. There is thus no excuse to not 
harvest and store all this rainwater, which can easily provide for a family through 
the dry season. A couple of large rainwater tanks, along with guttering and piping, 
is all that is needed to ensure a sustainable source of water all year round.  

 



Tanks should be regularly cleaned and maintained, and raised a couple of metres 
high, if you want to use the water for drinking and create enough water pressure 
for showering purposes etc. There are several resources online for how to do this, 
and several handy persons in Hogsback to assist you plumbing it in. 

If one has no tanks, then dams and ponds should be considered, especially if you 
intend using the water for garden irrigation, which is quite water intensive. Google 
Sepp Holzer’s* natural methods for sealing your ponds. Being on a mountain, it is 
generally also a good idea to construct swales and ponds to slow the course of 
rainwater to the bottom. Slowing down the water flow assists in groundwater 
seepage, although ultimately all water falling south of Gaika’s Kop flows downhill 
into the Tyume and then the Keiskamma River**. 

Greywater — The second source of water should be your greywater. With the 
advent of bio-compatible*** cleaning agents, there is no excuse to not be 
recycling all your grey water and re-using it for (at a minimum) toilet flushing and 
garden irrigation. Greywater includes all water used within the household except 
for sewerage, which is commonly known as black-water. Contact Dianne van der 
Walt of Thrive Centre (on 082 820 0260) for assistance with designing and 
building a natural and healthy grey water system. 

Borehole — The third source of water is a borehole, although in Hogsback this is 
generally like farting against thunder. Aside from a few locations along the 
relatively flat Bluff area, you would typically be wasting the many thousands of 
Rand it costs to sink a borehole. Once again, we live on a mountain, and even 
groundwater flows downhill. Mountainous groundwater flows faster than lowland 
groundwater, which is generally very slow at only a couple of metres per month. 
If you do choose this route, then good luck to you. 

Municipal Water — Then of course there is our beloved Amathole Municipal 
Water. But as this column is about anti-fragility and self-sufficiency, it’s probably 
best to leave this option out. 

Springs / Rivers — Lastly, there is abstraction from natural wells, springs or 
rivers, if you’re lucky enough to have one on your property. Several Hogsback 
residents make use of this under various organised schemes, and the utmost care 
to preserve these water sources, and ensure the free and unimpeded flow of 
rivers, must be legally adhered to at all times. 

Whilst the “Summerton Furrow” set a precedent for this many decades ago, the 
abstraction from such natural water courses should be considered a last resort, 
especially as our generous annual rainfall makes rainwater harvesting the 
obvious first choice. Either way, any abstraction of water courses falls within the 
National Water Act of 1998. 

* Rain falling North and East of Gaika flows northward ultimately into the Black & White Kei 
Rivers, whilst rain falling to the West flows into the Kat River, and then the Great Fish River. 
** Biocompatible means that as a material degrades, it does not present any harm to life 
(soil, plant etc.) Even crude oil is bio-degradable, although certainly not biocompatible. 



IN MEMORIAM 

Neil Cooper (1927 — 2020) 

Neil was born between the world wars and so knew something of the privations of wartime. He would 
have been 93 on 14th December. After a long, brave illness he died amidst his loving family at his FB 
home in August. What a gap he left behind — for his family, his business, his church, and as a 
benefactor in service to his community. Neil was essentially a family man, marrying the love of his life, 
Jean, in Manchester, and was devastated when she pre-deceased him.  

Neil ran Cooper Bros in Alice with distinction and was a major land-owner in Alice and Hogsback, 
basing his decisions on high principles and committing to long hours with an amazing work ethic. Neil 
became a legend in the wider community and was admired for his generosity to several worthy causes. 
Neil had many arrows to his bow. As a young man he was a keen saxophonist, playing in a local jazz 
band. He could co-operate with ANC leaders but became disillusioned with the corruption and pillaging 
from the poor in recent years, preaching regularly against lack of accountability.  

For he was also the minister for St. Patrick’s first service of the month, loyally driving up the mountain 
from FB to take the service. His favourite sermon spoke of the importance of leaders having integrity 
and serving their people, an ideal he himself embodied. The words of his favourite hymn say it all: 

O Jesus, I have promised to serve Thee to the end; 
Be Thou forever near me, my Master and my Friend; 
I shall not fear the battle if Thou art by my side, 
Nor wander from the pathway if Thou wilt be my Guide. 

Neil admired the simple, selfless lives of the early 
Presbyterian ministers who taught at Lovedale and Fort 
Hare, their mission to uplift those in their care. They 
would rather walk to work, sleep on coir mattresses and 
were models of good living. In a way, his own character 
paralleled that of those he admired: principled, loyal and 
humble. Neil’s message is timeless: “work hard, be kind, 
serve society”. His example was a model for us all. These 
values have been forgotten and need to be revived. 

Rest in Peace, Neil 
(Remembered in tribute by Trevor Webster) 

Neil, with his daughters Corinne 
and Julie, on the occasion of his 
90th birthday party at the Arminel. 

Bruce Joubert (1940 — 2020) 

Bruce, together with his wife Elena and three children, arrived in Hogsback in the late 1970’s to take up 
his appointment at Fort Hare University in Alice, as a respected authority on animal traction in the 
agricultural sector. They purchased a home on the mountain and soon settled in, where it was not long 
before their kindness and generosity brought them many friends. 

Bruce became very concerned about the welfare of the Hogsback community and was soon voted on to 
the committee of the Hogsback Residents Association. He immediately showed his friendly ability to 
handle any task that was given him. His calm approach to any of the frequent debates that took place 
was always rational and reasonable and well worth hearing. Because of this, his views were very 
respected and he was able to make major contributions to the future progress of Hogsback.  

I personally served with Bruce on this committee for about 10 years and it was a pleasure to work with 
him on it. He proved to be a dedicated asset to Hogsback and a constant hardworking member of the 
community. Thus, it was very sad that the Joubert family had to leave Hogsback due to Bruce’s health 
as I understand, to settle in Howick, KwaZulu-Natal, where their son Simon lives. 

A memorial service for Bruce was held in Howick on Thursday, 10th December. Bruce will always be 
fondly remembered by the Hogsback community for his sincerity, dedication, kindness and generosity. 

Rest in Peace, Bruce 
(Remembered in tribute by Fred Tyler) 



COMMUNITY CHEST 
A core part of the reason to establish a regular community newsletter is to 
raise funds for village maintenance and beautification, ostensibly through the 
sale of advertising and the newsletter itself. 

This section therefore seeks to provide residents with a regular and transparent 
update on all funds received and applied. The format will be as below, with of 
course zero actual balances to start with. 

The idea is to support both roads maintenance and village beautification, through 
the efforts of our village roads group, and the Garden Club. Ideally, it would be 
wonderful to save up enough to purchase a 2nd hand Massey Ferguson 135 with 
scraper attachment, so that we can take grading our secondary roads into our 
own hands, Any donations towards, or offers to sell, such a tractor in the 
meantime would be most appreciated. Road maintenance is not cheap and our 
contribution can go only a small way towards tackling the problem. 

As always, any other donations or suggestions to employ Community Chest 
funding, will be kindly received and faithfully applied. 

Community Chest

2020 Inception Financials

YTD

Actual Actual Budget

Donations 0

Advertising Sales 950

Newsletter Sales 3200

Gross Revenue 4150

less Printing Costs 2580

less Admin / Other Costs 450

Net Profit 1120

Distributions

- To Roads Maintenance 448

- To Village Beautification 224

- To Recycling Initiative 224

- To Community Chest (as needed) 224

Dec 20





Come and experience walking our beautiful labyrinth and  
the “Under the Oaks” Saturday morning market. 

Cozy restaurant and bar with superb food, the best pizzas, 
good wines and beers on tap! 

Pretty courtyard and gift shops. 
Stunning gardens and dramatic views. 

B&B and self-catering cottages. 
Wedding venue. 

www.theedge-hogsback.co.za          082 603 5246 

http://www.theedge-hogsback.co.za

